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6 June 1864

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church, Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte was
back to preside at the meeting. The pastor acknowledged that there was enough work to have
two pastors but he did not consider it advisable to make a connection with the Graafschap
congregation as proposed at the previous consistory meeting. The pastor felt the Pillar Church
congregation should be divided into two congregations instead. Van Raalte gave an indication
that the Pillar congregation could give some assistance to Graafschap to obtain a parsonage.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 212-213.
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ARTICLE 4 — The request of the brothers from Gj afschaap (see previous minutes) was
discussed. It was decided to meet with these brothers to see whether an agreement can be
made, in which the preacher extended a call by/them could also serve our church, if we
appropriately involve ourselves in the expens‘s of the parsonage or in the payment of the
salary. In this way, our congregation could/experience some benefit, especially in the
pastoral work. This is all with the undersfinding that their pastor is actually desired by
Holland. If both consistories can come to an agreement, then a congregational meeting
should be held. It was further decided t'3, discuss this matter with our pastor, and if he
approves of this arrangement, to call foil- a meeting on June 6 of our pastor and consistory,
and to invite the consistory of Graafs haap to the meeting. The committee appointed was
Keppel, Wakker, and Broek.
ARTICLE 5 — The clerk requests that the funds still remaining in the church treasury be
loaned to the treasurer of the Holl d Academy for temporary use, in order to settle the
absolutely necessary debts of thejinstitute. This proposal received no second, and was
not discussed.
ARTICLE 6 — The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Broek
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of June 6, 1864
Absent: Brothers Kamper, de Bruin, Naber, Vork, and Oonk.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. A. C. van Raalte, as
president.
ARTICLE 2 - The brothers of the Graafschaap consistory were present, and their
previous request for assistance in the building of a parsonage in case they receive a pastor
was discussed.
Rev. van Raalte presented certain viewpoints about the necessity of additional labors in
our large congregation, indicating that there is enough work for two pastors, and in the
Rev.'s opinion, it would be profitable to split this church into two congregations. He did
not believe it advisable to establish a binding connection with the neighboring
congregation of Graafschaap, but, in case they called a pastor,
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then that pastor could be used here. Making use of such a person would make it
necessary to support such a congregation with financial contributions. This would be
true, not only for this church but for all of the churches in this area. The pastor advised
the brothers of Graafschaap to follow this approach, and stated that he did not doubt at all
whether they would receive assistance for a parsonage. There was no further discussion
about the matter.
ARTICLE 3 — Membership received for Marinus Kole and wife, from Zeeland, dated
June 2, 1864.
ARTICLE 4 — It was decided to meet again in fourteen days.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Neerken from Graafschaap.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of June 20, 1864
Absent: Brothers Broek, Naber, and Kieft.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Brother Oonk.
ARTICLE 2— Brother de Bruin was appófinted as chairman.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes of the yievious meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 4 — It was decided to,inandate the building committee to come to the next
meeting with a plan for the appropriate painting and whitewashing of the church and
interior. The report should inyclude an estimate for the necessary improvement of the
furnace. Brother Kamper was added to the committee for painting, etc.
ARTICLE 5 — Brother Keippel, Labots, and de Bruin were appointed as a committee to
review the books and to report at the next meeting.
ARTICLE 6— The mee ng was closed with prayer by the chairman.
G. Wakker, clerk

